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Livingston (left) and Lawrence   
with the magnet of the                        

27-inch cyclotron, 
operating in 1932 at 3.6 MeV.

Lawrence and Livingston began 
developing this 4.5-inch cyclotron 

in 1929-30. 

The First Accelerators



Berkeley, 1939



Los Alamos, 1943



Enrico Fermi’s vision –
an Accelerator in Space, 
1954



Dedication of the
Norman F. Ramsey  

Auditorium, 
October 1, 1981 

1963 Ramsey Report



Illinois Proposal 
for 200 BeV 
Accelerator 

1965



Glenn Seaborg, Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, Otto Kerner, 
Governor of Illinois, Arthur Theriault, President of the Village of Weston and 

Senator Paul Douglas, visiting the Weston site. April 1, 1966.







The local 
map, 1966



The Weston Site





The Village of Weston



First offices of the 
National Accelerator 

Laboratory,            
Oak Brook, IL

1967-68





June 23-24, 1967



1967 Politics



"It will be the policy of the National 
Accelerator Laboratory to seek the 
achievement of its scientific goals 
within a framework of equal 
employment opportunity and of a 
deep dedication to the 
fundamental tenets of human 
rights and dignity." 

Robert Rathbun Wilson, Director, 
and Edwin L. Goldwasser, 
Deputy Director

1968 NAL Human Rights Statement



Robert R. Wilson  
Director     1967-

1978



Artist Angela Gonzales



R.R. Wilson’s idea of an 
organizational plan

Electronics Shop

Machine Shop

Stockroom and 
Purchasing

Dead weight of 
Faculty

University Structure



February, 1968



Flag-Raising Ceremony at the NAL Village, September 24, 1968 



NAL Village 
offices, 1969



NAL Users’ Annual Meeting,  Kuhn Barn, April 30, 1971



Robert R. Wilson and Glenn Seaborg, AEC Chairman, 
at the NAL Groundbreaking, December 1, 1968



Aerial view of NAL Village, 1969



Goldwasser and Ramsey with Governors Shapiro, Ogilvie, and Kerner

Transferring the Site to Atomic Energy Commission 
April 1969



Senator Pastore: "Is there anything connected with the hopes of 
this accelerator that in any way involves the security of the 
country?"

Dr. Wilson: "No sir; I do not believe so."

Senator Pastore: "Nothing at all?"

Dr. Wilson: "Nothing at all."

Senator Pastore: "It has no value in that respect?"

Dr. Wilson: "It only has to do with the respect with which we 
regard one another, the dignity of men, our love of culture. It has 
to do with those things. It has to do with, are we good painters, 
good sculptors, great poets? I mean all the things that we really 
venerate and honor in our country and are patriotic about. It has 
nothing to do directly with defending our country except to help
make it worth defending."

Testimony before the                                   
Congressional Joint Committee on Atomic Energy      

April 16, 1969



Groundbreaking for the Main Ring Accelerator, October 1969



Reconstructing Weston



Hadley House moved from 

Eola Road

Completion of Aspen East



1970



Wilson addresses staff, 1969



Cockcroft-Walton   
Pre-accelerator



The 500-ft. long
Linear 

Accelerator
receives protons 

from the 
Cockcroft-Walton



Booster Ring, 1970



Installing the 
Main Ring, 1970



The Main Ring 



Edwin Goldwasser, Frank Cole and Robert Wilson 
at the controls of the Main Ring



200 GeV March 1, 1972 

Wilson toasts the NAL staff



Wilson’s vision of the Doubler, 1971



Early experimenters



Neutrino Area



Before electronic data 
analysis, human scanners
visually examined 
photographs of Bubble 
Chamber particle 
interactions.



Meson Area



The Proton Pagoda

Proton Area



National Accelerator Laboratory, 1972



Construction of Wilson Hall 

January, 1972

February, 1973



Construction of        
Wilson Hall was finished 

April 5, 1973

NAL Director Robert R. Wilson (left) lends 
a hand to DUSAF Project Manager  
Parke Rohrer (center) at the final stage. 



Dedication of Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory 
May 11, 1974



Fermilab, 1977



Discovery of Bottom Quark, June 1977



BOLSHOI BALLET VISITS FERMILAB

1975

Quality of Life



Quality of Life

Jane Goodall, 1977

1970

1976



Sculpture by      
Robert R. Wilson



The buffalo herd came to Fermilab from 
Colorado and Wyoming in September, 1969.



Canada Geese 

introduced in 1970



Inter-Laboratory 
Competition                
1975-1983



"Acqua Alle Funi" 
1978



Leon M. Lederman 
Fermilab Director 
1978-1989



Early Lederman Experiment



The Two-Neutrino Experiment



National Medal of Science, 1965



Energy Doubler/Saver 



The Energy Saver reached its primary design goal: accelerating protons to 
500 GeV in a ring of superconducting magnets. In fact, the energy was 512 
GeV -- a new world record for accelerators. The record was set at 3:37 p.m., 
Sunday, July 3, only 13 hours after the first serious attempt to accelerate 
beam above the injection energy of 150 GeV.



Construction of the Antiproton Source, 1983



Energy Doubler/Saver 
512 GeV                  
July 3, 1983

Dedication of the 
Energy Doubler/Saver 
April 28, 1984



First Collisions 
October 13, 1985

Dedication of the 
Tevatron Collider 
October 11, 1985







Computing at Fermilab



Feynman 
Computing 

Center



Saturday Morning Physics 
1980



Chez Leon

2001

2003 2004



Fermilab Children's 
Center

1982

1984



Director Leon Lederman wins 1988 Nobel Prize





John Peoples and Leon Lederman 
April 21, 1989



John Peoples, Jr.          
Fermilab Director 1989-1999



High-Energy Physics - Birthplace of the Web

1990-1992



Electronic Data Analysis



CDF and DZero discover Top Quark, 1995



Lederman Science Education Center

Dedication, September, 1992

10th Anniversary, 
2002



Aerial view of NAL Village, 1969



2003



Prairie Restoration Project
begins in 1974



A National Environmental Research Park 
preserving open space in Illinois



Onward to the 

Main Injector (1999) 

Inner Space

1993 1999



Michael S. Witherell 

Director 1999-2005



…to the Main Injector (1999)From the Main Ring (1972)…



Sloan Digital Sky Survey

Pierre Auger Observatory

Outer Space
Astrophysics 



NuMI / MINOS 



Piermaria J. Oddone

Director 2005-present





Fermilab…a place to discover!



Fermilab…a place to discover!



The History and Archives Project 
website can be found at

http://history.fnal.gov/


